

As one of the outcomes of the World Youth Congress, The Foundation Project was created in order to raise awareness of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), by educating and encouraging young people to work actively towards achieving these goals. The MDGs are eight points of action that need to be targeted by 2015, as specified by United Nations Millennium Summit five years ago, when nearly 190 countries signing up to them. 

These goals are as follows:- 

1. Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger
2. Achieve Universal Primary Education
3. Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women

4. Reduce Child Mortality
5. Improve Maternal Health
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other Diseases
7. Ensure Environmental Sustainability
8. Develop a Global Partnership for Development
Although significant worldwide progress has been made, especially at the recent G8 Gleneagles summit, it has been five years since the original targets were set, yet the majority of Britons have limited knowledge of what world leaders are trying to achieve and how they can help. For this reason, The Foundation Project has been formed. We want to encourage everyone to act now in order to ensure that these basic human rights are universally established in a decade.
Currently our aims are:-

· To publicise the MDGs in Lancashire and encourage young people, youth councils and politicians to take action.

· To campaign and raise awareness.

· To educate young people through creative arts.

In order to achieve these aims, we have identified a number of skills and resources, which could provide us with assistance.

Resources

Burnley Youth Theatre

Breaking Barriers in Burnley

Lancashire Youth Council

UK Youth Parliament

International and National young volunteers

Skills

Theatre and Public Speaking

Political Access

Languages

Art

ICT

Over the course of the next year, we hope to run a programme within Lancashire to educate young people as to what the MDGs are and what they actually mean. In this programme, we hope to include drama work, discussions and group workshops, which will be led by a core group from Foundation. Hopefully, this could then be developed into an education pack that teachers or youth workers could use in a similar way or a factual publication that could be distributed in schools, including information on ways of helping to achieve the goals.
During this initial period, we hope to publicise the MDGs further in our own communities by writing to local councillors, placing open letters in the newspapers, distributing informative and accessible publicity material and talking to local people about what they can do. It ideally would contain resources, exercises, ideas, stimulus points and discussions.
Perhaps this could culminate in an event next year, coinciding with ‘Peace One Day’ (21st September – The UN International Day of Peace), to celebrate worldwide progress and gain further publicity and even sponsors or fundraising.
After this twelve month period, we hope to expand our core group and work specifically on one or more of the goals. Our initial idea is to further our links with schools by concentrating on Goal Number 2 – Achieving Universal Primary Education. This work would be determined by our previous successes, as the scale of the projects will depend on the levels of support given to them. All decisions about how to target the different goals would be made by the core group, so this idea would have to be re-evaluated at a later date.  We would also have to take in to account the work of other similar organisations at that time.
These projects would be alongside our continued educational work.

Although we have identified the skills and resources at our disposal, in order to operate as an organisation, we will require support from an outside body that is willing to support us financially should the need arise. From the outset, initial funds will be required to produce the educational material once it has been developed. We plan to apply for funding, perhaps from Millennium Volunteers, but also fundraise through our own ventures, once we have established our core group.
Therefore, we have a plan for the next few months as we begin to establish further projects.

By October 1st, we hope to have:

· Established an action plan for the next six months

· Written letters which can be sent to local newspapers, councillors, MPs, youth groups and schools

· Founded a core group, committed to promoting the aims

· Begun to provide publicity material, informing young people of MDGs

· Planned at least one project, in accordance with the MDGs

Once these plans have been put in to action, we hope to continue towards achieving our aims and ensuring that the MDGs are reached by 2015.
Our long term goals are:

· To provide every school child in Lancashire with an information pack about the MDGs.

· To have strong links with other national and international organisations.

· To change the perceptions of people as to what they can do to help the world.

· To use the arts in a way that encourages and informs.

· To ensure that politicians do all they can to achieve the goals and remind them of their obligation.

· To form projects in the UK that work actively towards the MDGs.
